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Recent developments

Salonica is the main centre of the footwear industry in Greece, representing some 25% of 
total employment in the industry. In 2010 the Greek footwear industry continued the contracting 
trend that it had been showing throughout the last decade; production dropped some 5%, to 
around 3.5 million pairs, and employment fell to around 3 thousand people. The quantity 
exported rose significantly but at considerably reduced prices, bringing its value down. 
However, imports dropped more, reflecting the deterioration in economic conditions, and thus 
the trade balance improved. Cyprus is, by a large margin, Greece’s most relevant export 
destination whereas Italy and China are the main origins of imports.

Quantity
Million Pairs

Main trading partners 2010

Types of footwear traded 2010 (quantity)

Sectorial organizations

Footwear industry

Prices

Fairs & Events

GRGreece

Export Import

Leather

Waterproof

Rubber & Plastic

Textile

Other36%

1%

29%

12%

24%

52%

2%

19%

00 02 04 06 08 10

Imports

Exports

Imports

Exports

00 02 04 06 08 10
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

ELSEVIE | www.elsevie.gr
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ELKEDE SA | www.elkede.gr

Hellenic Shoe Fair, Athens (May; Oct) | www.hellenicshoefair.gr
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Capital	
Language	
Area
Population	
GDP per capita
GDP 2010
   GDP 2010
   GDP last 5 years
Currency

Athens
Greek
131 960 km2

11 million
27 302 USD
305 billion USD
-4.5%
+3.6%
Euro (EUR)


